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by Jim Chliboyko 
Provincial health officials spent the weekend working out the details of a massive vaccination campaign to 
combat a spreading SFU-based outbreak of 
the red measels. There have been 56 con-
firmed cases since the first case was diag-
nosed a week and a half ago. Of these cases, 
45 have been connected to SFU. All are 
people born after 1956, and most patients are 
people in their 20s. 
Yet, according to Lisa Simpson of the 
Ministry of Health, "There is no need to 
panic. The vaccinations are just a precau-
tionary measure." The campaign will make 
its way to Douglas College campuses late 
this week or early next week, said 
Simpson. 
Though the outbreak appears to be 
largely linked to post secondary institu-
tions, according to a Ministry of Health 
news release, the school-based approach to 
the mass vaccination is more cautionary 
than anything. Despite the alarmist claims 
of The Vancouver Province, the only other 
campus effected is BCIT, and the one 
confirmed case there had a connection to 
SFU. "We are concerned that it could 
pread through campuses, though," said 
Simpson. "You students, you mingle, have 
drinks together .... " Simpson also cited 
inter-campus sporting events as a possible 
vehicle for viral spread. 
Red measels, a highly infectious viral 
disease, begins with 'prodrome' symp-
toms: runny nose, coughing, sore eyes, and 
fever. Rashes and sensitivity to light are 
also common to measles patients. (Sneez-
ing is generally not a symptom, according 
to Doreen Fluery, Nursing Supervisor at 
' 
Measels outbreak and alarmist provincial 
media have BC students running in terror 
A photo of one of the victims. Could this be you next week? Only your doctor knows for sure. 
the New Westminster Health Unit.) People 
exhibiting any of these symptoms are 
encouraged to stay home. Furthermore, · 
those who suspect they may be sick should 
contact their doctor or local clinic by 
telephone. 
The press release from the Ministry of 
Health outlines the disease's timeline: 
"The time between exposure to the virus 
and development of fever can range from 
seven to 18 days. Once the rash appears, 
usually three to five days after initial 
symptoms (usually fever and cough), the 
disea!!e gradually becomes less conta-
gious. It can be easily spread to others 
during the period just before onset of 
symptoms (fever) to four days after the 
onset of the rash." 
The measles can be dangerous. Says 
Allison Bell of the BC Centre of Disease 
(province-like 
qlql"l'liZ.-r 
~line) 
Control, "This is not always a mild 
disease. Measles can be serious in adults, 
and complications do occur, including ear 
infections, fever, rashes, pneumonia and, 
in rare cases, brain damage or death." 
Vaccination for measles will also be 
available for pregnant women and the 
immunodepressed. While the regular 
vaccine may be too strong for these 
groups, immunoglobulin (also known as 
gammaglobulin) is a popular and effective 
alternative. Fleury advises these groups to 
err on the side of caution. "If I was a 
person who had just had a lot of chemo-
therapy, or if I were HIV positive or had a 
young child, I would not be doing a lot of 
going out," she said. 
The last measels outbreak in BC was in 
1986, when over 7000 cases were reported. 
Simpson said that a majority of those cases 
were secondary school students. Epidemi-
ologists had predicted an outbreak for '96 
or '97. The prediction, based on a ten-year 
cycle of measels outbreaks, led to a mass 
vaccination of BC children and grade 
school students last year. Though those 
who received shots in 1996 should be safe 
from the virus, officials would still like to 
verify their vaccination records. "Even 
though they should be okay, we would like 
them to show up anyway," said Simpson. 
The mass vaccination will be a huge 
operation, costing over one million. Health 
officials plan to poke 300 000 students, 
faculty, administration and health care 
workers. 
The Ministry of Health and the BC 
Centre for Disease Control will announce 
further, more specific measures on Tues-
day, Feb. 11. II' · 
Editorial 
This issue celebrates the queer element of our 
culture, and more specifically, of Douglas College. 
There is a constant exchange every time the· 
Other Press has a special issue devoted to a 
segment of the population. "If we are trying to 
promote equality," the question goes, "why set 
people apart? Why point out the differences, if 
we're trying to emphasize sameness?" 
society, but of the queer population offering 
straight people a glimpse of their culture, of 
their lives, of their lifestyle. And maybe, if you 
look close enough, a glimpse .of their humanity 
as well. Because before we can recognize that 
people are all the same, we need to get past 
these barriers that we have built up around 
offered one Christian's view on the topic of 
homosexuality, and see that there, too, is a 
human. 
It's not much, we know, but it's a start. And 
maybe the next time you hear that someone i 
gay, or a Christian, or an environmentalist, or 
a vegetarian, or a reporter, you won't auto-
matically put them in the box reserved for 
'other' and accept them as another human 
being, as alike and different from you as you 
are from that person. 
ourselves. . 
But this issue is not about setting apart, but 
of welcoming into. Not only the straight popu-
lation welcoming the queers into mainstream 
This issue gets beyond those barriers. We 
get a glimpse into the life of a gay instructor, 
and we recognize that he is human. We are 
IIPinilln sexuality: the ~t~e Ofoom~l~and~!:!!~ 
arises of rationalizing the contin-
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As a student of Medieval history, I 
was most fascinated by Ciaran 
Meeks' feature on Asatru Ossue 
10). The rise of modem paganism 
has intrigued me for some time 
now. I am an orthodox Christian 
myself, but I feel that I understand 
our society's latter generations' 
tendency to try and embrace some 
other form of spirituality. Many 
churches have failed to provide a 
spiritual centre and cultural 
alternative to the post-industrial 
society. People feel dislocated and 
isolated from any sense of commu-
nity, and the church has been 
towing the capitalist line for the 
past few decades.. 
Judaism is inaccessible to all but 
the most dedicated-and Islam is 
associated with fanatical groups 
such as Hamas and Islamic Jyha.d. 
Buddhism is currently in vogue, 
but perhaps a bit abstract for some. 
Hinduism seems to be forgotten 
for the moment, and I've only met 
one non-Punjabi Sikh in my life. 
New Age is a farce and white 
people trying to be Natives just 
look foolish. So what's left? The 
Paganism revival. 
Now I'd like to call attention to a 
couple of points regarding Mr. 
Meeks' assumptions about pagan-
ism. First off, it is incorrect to say 
that Christianity "exterminated" 
the pagan religions. While some 
extremists certainly took drastic 
actions against their northern 
European neighbours (especially 
the Frank's against the Saxons of 
Germany), it is too general to 
assume that this was the norm. 
One has to understand the tribal 
mind set to understand why 
Christianity was implemented in 
the Northern countries the way it 
was. When the chief of a given 
village or tribe made a decision it 
was expected that all in the 
village/tribe would abide by that 
decision. King Olaf I of Norway 
converted to Christianity and 
expected that, as the leader of all 
the Norse, his people should 
follow suit. They didn't, and thus 
his Viking-like vendetta against the 
"rebels" in his society. 
Christian missionaries had the 
hardest time getting Northern 
Pagans to accept the idea of Christ 
as a suffering saviour. Jesus wept 
and submissively went to his 
execution-acceptable to the 
Mediterranians, but a dishonorable 
death in the eyes of the Norse. One 
did not submit to fate, but fought 
against it with axe and sword in 
hand screaming all the way to 
Valhalla. This perceived weakness 
in Christ was alien to the Ger-
manic warrior culture's under-
standing of heroism. Thus the 
missionaries tried to incorporate 
the warrior culture into the 
Gospels, the Saxon Gospel is a 
good example. Christ became an 
Odin-like warlord with his loyal 
knights (except for Judas). Ger-
manic warrior culture is incom-
patible with Christianity; it is 
pride verses humility. No wonder 
King Olaf went on a rampage 
against the pagans, he was really 
no different from them. (Note: 
Iceland's more or less democratic 
conversion forms an interesting 
contrast to Norway's violent 
extreme.) 
One other point, aside from the 
fact that there is no historical 
evidence to show that Wicca was 
ever an ancient religion, is that we 
have no clear idea how the Norse 
enacted their religion. There were 
no temples built and it was 
carried on by oral tradition. We 
only have the myth cycles and 
sagas to instruct us, and they are 
vague. Larger pagan practices, as 
can be seen in the case of the 
Germans and the Celts, wound 
themselves into Christian practice 
(Halloween and Christmas), while 
smaller beliefs and practices 
became part of the superstitions 
that obsessed the late.Medieval 
and Early Modern periods. Any 
attempt to reconstruct the Norse 
religion is done so purely on 
conjecture and hypothesis. 
Sincerely, 
Byrun Stedrnann 
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0 ur sexual lives in the latter ued existence of the relationship half of this decade have beyond basic emotional and sexual been predicated upon a reasons. In essence, the problem is 
hyper-awareness of AIDS. This this: in the past, our societies built 
focus upon the disease has led to a sexuality into marriages and thus 
shift in the way we perceive and preserved the procreative aspect of 
conduct all our basic sexual sexuality while imbuing the act 
behaviours. No longer does one itself with a certain mystery. 
just get into a casual relationship In modem relationships there is 
with someone and engage in a no moral imperative intrinsic to 
little of the old in-out-in-out our sexuality, nor is there any 
(assuming of course this is how material basis for our relation-
most of us perform the act) for ships (in the First World). This 
certain intervals. The spectre of lack of a material basis for modem 
AIDS is now haunting our bed- relationships (in the First World) 
rooms. Every conscientious is grounded in the fact that we are 
individual has to ask their partner no longer having children to 
the dreaded question, ''Have you sustain ourselves in our dotage. 
been checked, recently?" We no longer need to have 
Sex has shifted away from the families to fend off the harsh 
agenda of the sexual revolution of reality of the world. In short: one 
the late 1960s and '70s. This is of the most important organizing 
probably a good thing (seeing how principles of human society is 
people no longer have to lie about now moot. Where do we go from 
all the sex they're not having). We here? 
live in a decade where latex is We must find then, that sense of 
synonymous with safety and being mystery and wonder that we had 
positive is bad news. This clinical when we first set ourselves upon 
perspective of sex leaves the the path of romantic discovery. We 
average Joe must then link 
(and/or So, you have this this more 
Josephine) discussion, and assuming innocent 
feeling more perspective 
than a tad you're both clean and with a more 
jaded. The most healthv, you set to developed 
noticeable I' adult point of 
casualty in the shagging with much view, that 
whole AIDS-as- incorporates 
end-of-sexual- youthful alacrity the sense of 
freedom issue is mystery 
the delicate balance between sex inherent in this world with a 
and romance. No longer can we 
enter into a relationship without 
the inevitable discussion of our 
clean or besmirched bills of health. 
It's difficult to balance this grotty 
approach with a more traditional, 
sentimental, romantic one. 
It seems as though romance and 
sex have been sliding apart in our 
collective consciousness for the last 
three decades, or at least since the 
early '70s. I'm not trying to 
advocate a return to a Victorian 
romantic paradigm, but as Valen-
tine's Day is approaching I think 
we should take advantage of this 
otherwise commercial holiday to 
re-insert the mystery into our 
sexual/romantic lives. 
The problem that occludes the 
mystery in most of our relation-
ships is the intrusion of blunt 
discussions of our past sexual 
conduct, usually before we've 
engaged in any sexual conduct 
with our new partner. So, you have 
this discussion, and assuming 
you're both clean and healthy, you 
set to shagging with much youth-
ful alacrity. For a period of time 
after this, things balance out, with 
sex and romance assuming their 
proportionate places, thus leading 
to a sense of contentment. But then 
that contentment mutates into 
sexual/romantic sense of discov-
ery. 
It's essential that we re-inject 
that lost idea of wondrous discov-
ery within the context of our 
committed monogamous 
realtionships. With our social roots 
grounded in the air, it's everyone 
for themselves. If you adhere to 
religious precepts, fine, you're 
covered. But for the majority of the 
population this void is making its 
presence felt. So, we're left with the 
current state of affairs: relation-
ships based on our own individual 
lights, without overriding social/ 
moral imperatives to turn to when 
in doubt. We're left alone in all of 
this, to stare at the skies in fear. 
Because, when you stare at the 
void too long, it stares back; and 
this time it will be your free face 
reflected back as an object for your 
consciousness. That elusive. sense 
of mystery will come rushing back 
upon you and stamp its indelible 
impression on your psychological 
countenace, unless you can 
embrace that void and contain its 
mysterious implications within the 
constructs of all the free projects of 
your consciousness; including your 
relationships. Put that in a Valen-
tine and mail it. 
NeWs 
Administration responds to 
faculty inquiry 
DCFA prez appreciative, but not totally satisfied 
by Jim Chliboyko 
"We believe that planning and 
budget processes used by the 
College are open and that, despite 
sincere efforts to encourage 
participation, there is still consider-
able opportunity to make the 
processes at the College more 
inclusive." So begins the Adminis-
tration's response to December's 
Douglas College Faculty Associa-
tion (DCFA) inquiry over the 
school's budgeting processes. A 50 
page booklet was handed out 
before an administration presenta-
tion to the college community 
before the College Board's January 
meeting. 
The response, signed by John 
McKendry, Lloyd Morin, Al 
Atkinson and two unrecognizable 
signatures, continues, ''We are 
encouraged that the DCFA is 
intensifying awareness with 
members and stressing the need to 
become more proactively involved. 
We hope your message will be 
heard by all members of the 
College community." 
While DCFA President Roslyn 
Dixon appreciates the administra-
tion's effort to get the weighty 
document out over the Christmas 
break, she says that things are far 
from over. "Clearly, our document 
and their response is the beginning 
of what needs to become a very 
long, drawn out communication 
process. We're obviously dealing 
with very different perspectives on 
the issues," says Dixon. 
She also says that "there seems 
to be a willingness" on the part of 
administration to develop the 
dialogue, and that "they did put a 
lot of time into the document; we 
have most of a basis to begin more 
discussions." Dixon also adds that 
"there are a lot of faculty who feel 
disenfranchised. Changes are 
needed." 
The Administration's response 
did seem to have lacked an 
important element, states Dixon-
it failed to address the five recom-
mendations that the faculty had 
made in the initial inquiry. Dixon 
said, ''We see the five recommen-
dations as an agent for change. 
Other than [College President] 
Lloyd's comment, we've had no 
other communication or follow-up 
on those recommendations." 
Dixon, however, does acknowl-
edge that the DCFA Inquiry had 
"so many questions that they 
might have overshadowed the 
recommendations." 
The document, which attempts 
to specifically answer many of the 
79 questions the Faculty asked in 
their inquiry, makes for heavy 
reading. As well, the response 
analyzed the numbers of Capilano 
College, an institution which the 
initial inquiry lauded for its 
inclusive budget processes, and 
concluded that there wasn't much 
of a discrepancy between Capilano 
and Douglas as far as dollars go. 
But the end result, according to 
Dixon, is that ''We come away with 
as many questions as answers." As 
for the different numbers, Dixon 
said that "We don't want to engage 
in a data war. It's debilitating, 
we've done it before." Besides, 
says Dixon, "It's not so much the 
data as it is the processes." 
As for the.Capilano College 
comparison, Dixon says, "That Cap 
college can present their numbers 
so clearly is indicative of some-
thing we don't have here. The 
. faculty association has access to the 
kind of data that we really have to 
work at getting." 
The budgetary concerns are a big 
issue for the faculty. Dixon ap-
proaches them from several angles. 
"You can see all these strands. One 
is the inquiry, one is collegial, in 
terms of recommendations; one is 
contractual in terms of the obliga-
tion of the college to develop an 
integrated system, and there is a 
fourth strand, which is the one that 
Lloyd initiated which is his college 
budget committee." (The purpose 
of the budget committee is to try to 
develop more collegial processes 
and better communication. 
Adding pressure to the situation 
is the fact that the new fiscal year is 
approaching, and, Dr. Morin's term 
only has a few months remaining. 
"My concern is that Lloyd is here 
on a temporary basis and we will 
be getting our fourth president in 
four years," Dixon said. "Who 
knows what the priorities of that 
president will be?" 
''We have a very large budget, a 
$43-million budget and there are a 
lot of allocation decisions being 
made that don't seem to have 
appropriate checks and balances," 
said Dixon. "Should half of our 
budget be given over to non-
instructional areas?" 
LGB Rep. position to remain 
The DCSS's lesbian, gay and 
bisexual (LGB) representative 
position was given a reprieve after 
a lengthy debate and an in-favour 
vote at the Student Society meeting 
last Monday night at Maple 
Ridge's Thomas Haney Centre. 
Angela Christman, the LGB rep, 
was voted into the position 
January 23 of last year. This 
January "It was brought to the 
attention of the rep. committee, 
and myself, that my position had 
expired, therefore, I would no 
longer be entitled to be a member 
of the rep. committee," she said. 
Though the position of LGB rep 
would not disappear with the 
anniversary of its inception, there 
would be a representation void for 
LGB students until the next 
general election. The gap would 
be shorter if the election occurred 
when it is supposed to, during the 
sixth week of classes. The prob-
lem, though, is that elections 
usually don't happen until late in 
the semester. "The collective 
doesn't want to see the position 
run vacant, they need representa-
tion," said Christman. 
According to an open letter 
handed out by Christman at the 
meeting, "It was suggested that a 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Coordina-
tor would still be welcome to 
work as a 'liaison' until the next 
elections, although such a 'liaison' 
would not be a member of the 
Rep. Committee or be able to cast 
a vote." 
The debate lasted over an hour 
and a half, and featured, among 
other things, interruptions and 
head-shaking. The dispute over 
the position featured one side that 
desperately wanted to maintain 
the representation, and another 
wanted that to stick to the laws of 
the Student Society constitution. 
While there was no opposition to 
the motion, there were four 
abstentions amongst the 14 
members. 
Elections for the LGB position 
were held the previous Thursday, 
at the LGB meeting, and were 
supervised by VP Internal Dave 
Seaweed and Ombudsperson 
Ernest Jilg. 
Christman says that the prob-
lems initially arose because of 
unclear election rules; "Our 
bylaws are convoluted and not 
very clear on a lot of issues." 
There has been some talk that the 
LGB position was illegally estab-
lished, to which Christman says, 
"That's why I requested that it 
would be deemed a clear position, 
so nobody can say 'oh, no, no, 
you're there illegally' or 'that's not 
your position.' We already believe 
that we have bylaws on our side, 
now the rep committee has ac-
knowledged [us]." 
As to the debate over the posi-
tion, DCSS President Katrina 
Lennax said only that "I don't 
believe we followed the rules or 
process, but I do believe in democ-
racy." 
McGill students to challenge Quebec 
government in coon 
by Rachel Furey 
MONTREAL (CUP)- Students at McGill University are 
planning to sue the Quebec governrnent over a recent decision 
to charge higher tuition fees for out-of-province students. 
Quebec boasts the lowest tuition fees in Canada, but in 
November Education Minister Pauline Marois announced that 
fees for students from outside the province will be raised to the 
national average. 
At McGill University this means full-time undergraduates 
who come from Quebec will pay the current fee of $1668 per 
year, while fees for the 31 per cent of the student body who 
come from other provinces will jump to $2800. 
Don McGowan, the fourth-year law student who is leading 
the charge against the government, says this is simply unaccept-
able. 
"Incentives to stay in Quebec are good, but it's another thing 
to take away the welcome mat," said McGowan, a vice presi-
dent of the university's student council. 
It has not been determined whether the suit will be filed by 
the entire student body or an individual student. 
Christianne Miville Deschenes, spokesperson for the Minister 
of Education, is aware that the McGill students are planning to 
sue but she says the government won't comment on the situa-
tion until the case is filed. 
She defends the government's decision to introduce differen-
tial fees. "It's fair that fees for students living in Quebec and 
paying taxes in Quebec should be lower than the fees of other 
students." 
Student bankruptcies hit record numbers 
by Samer Muscati 
OTTAWA (CUP)- After four years of university that has left 
him $30,000 in debt, Shiraz Rawat is resigned to the fact he 
won't be employed in his field of study. 
The political science student at Ryerson University says he'll 
be lucky to get any job when he graduates in April. If he doesn't 
find work, he has no idea how to rid his debt unless he goes 
bankrupt. 
''I'm competing with Masters and PhD students for the same 
jobs. It's very discouraging" said Rawat, 24. "If I can't find 
anything, and it comes down to putting food on the table or 
declaring bankruptcy, then I'll dedare bankruptcy." 
These days many university and college graduates are finding 
themselves saddled with unmanageable debt-loads due to 
declining job prospects coupled with skyrocketing tuition fees. 
And according to new federal government statistics, a record 
number of students are simply declaring bankruptcy and 
starting over. During 1995-96,7850 post secondary students 
went bankrupt (a number that doesn't include Quebec students) 
costing the federal government $70-million in defaulted student 
loans. 
The number is in sharp contrast to the 3300 students that 
declared insolvency in 1990-91, costing the government $21-
million. 
"The figures are pretty scary," said Jennifer Story, a national 
representative for the Canadian Federation of Students, "and it 
doesn't look like it's going to get any better in the future." 
Statistics Canada estimates that the average student loan 
debt-load will triple to $25 000 in 1998 from $8700 in 1990. This 
year it was between $14 000 and $16 000. 
Story says that society has a perception of students as being 
lazy and not wanting to work to pay off their debts. The reality, 
she argues, is that the magnitude of the debts are so high that 
many of the 300 000 students with governrnent loans simply 
can't manage them anymore. 
Gerry Godsoe, a government policy manager for the Canada 
Student Loans Program, says for the most part, the vast majority 
of students are doing a good job in paying off their loans. 
He says the bankruptcy level for students will decline as the 
government's contract with financial lenders starts to take 
effect. The contract, signed in August 1995, makes banks liable 
for defaulted student loans. 
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Voodoo or hoodoo 
Natural Health 
and Healing 
Alternatives 
Open House 
by Arthur Hanks 
A lternative health care is growing in public con-sciousness; the ongoing 
trials at the Vancouver General 
Hospital :;present another step in 
its increasmg legitimacy. Mean-
while, Douglas College has been 
quietly promoting alternative 
medicines for several years 
through its Continuing Education 
department. Tuesday night, 
February 4, the Natural Healing 
Program held its winter Open 
House. Dozens of people gathered 
outside the fourth floor theatre, 
thronging around tables offering 
information on a variety of services 
and practices: aroma therapy, ear 
coning, acupuncture, qi jong, reiki, 
herbalism, astrology and wellness 
among· them. Instructors were 
talking to the public, hoping to 
boost enrollment for their courses 
and the profiles of their disciplines; 
the public, on the other hand, was 
treated to a smorgasbord of 
intriguing alternatives. 
Many people have wondered 
how much of this stuff is fakery 
and how much is the modern 
equivalent of snake oil. Others 
seem to have suspended their 
critical faculties and devoted 
themselves (and their wallets) to 
dubious diets and schemes. I was 
at the Open House for over an 
hour, and found time to speak with 
a few people. I didn't find snake 
oil; what I did find was a collection 
of sincere and dedicated individu-
als, committed to offering the 
public their skills and expertise. lf 
anything, there was too much 
choice. 
One of my first stops was with 
Louise Demorest, an acupunctur-
ist. Eyeing the small knives 
splayed on the t<tble, I asked "Does 
it hurt." Demorest reassured me, 
"I aim for the muscle, and there is 
minimal to no pain involved." 
According to Demorest, the BC 
College of Acupuncturists is 
making a move to organize and 
regulate themselves. Licensing 
may begin sometime in 1997. "This 
is necessary to serve and protect 
the public." Demorest, trained in 
Japan and practicing out of 
Richmond, is enjoying the widen-
ing popularity of acupuncture. 
Bruce Wilson and Stephen Linn 
were also on hand, touting their 
workshop: Cleaning Up Your Life. 
Wilson doubles as the health 
columnist for The Georgia Straight; 
Linn is a therapist with Vancou-
ver's Empowering People. They 
presented a unique vision of the 
connections between mind and 
body. In their upcoming workshop, 
Wilson will address the physical 
issues of detoxification, teaching 
herbal, fasting and dietary knowl-
edge; Linn will handle the psycho-
logical issues. This is the first year 
cnntinued on page 11 
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Gustafs.en Lake Trial 
·Prosecution 
concludes 
against Tse' 
Peten Defenders 
by Doug Whitlow 
0 n February 5, 1997, the prosecution announced that its portion of the trial 
of the Tse'Peten Defenders which 
began on July 8, 1996 would 
conclude on the 11th of this month. 
It was also announced that the 
defense team would begin on the 
19th of February. 
To the eighteen men and women 
on trial for various crimes (includ-
ing attempted murder and posses-
sion of restricted weapons), this 
trial must have felt like an eternity. 
They have been forced to sit in their 
chairs surrounded by armed guards 
and bulletproof glass month after 
month. In that time they have also 
been forced to listen to almost one 
hundred police, soldiers, and 
civilians describing how they have 
been upholding Canadian Law in 
trying to evict these people from 
disputed land with the use of 
excessive deadly force backed up 
by armoured personnel carriers, 
aircraft and automatic weapons. 
Now it is the Tse'Peten Defend-
ers·turn to take the witness stand 
and attempt to refute the allega-
tions of being terrorists, thugs and 
scum made by the British Colum-
bia Attorney Generals Office, the 
Canadian Government, and the 
RCMP. This is how these men and 
women, both native and non-
native alike, have been described 
under oath by the members of the 
above named organizations. 
February 19, 1997 will become a 
date long remembered by every-
one in attendance in Courtroom 
no. 7 as the defense team and their 
clients begin the task of regaining 
the respect lost by the damning 
testimony of the Government 
witnesses and misinformed media 
personnel. 
The court has learned from Sgt. 
Peter Montague of the RCMP 
Media relations branch that 
whenever false or incorrect 
information was given to the 
scores of reporters camped out 
near the standoff scene, no 
attempt was ever undertaken to 
correct that information. In this 
way the media personnel them-
selves became part of the battle 
plan of the Government Forces 
attempting to end the occupation 
of Lot 411 at Gustafsen Lake. 
We have one bedroom homes (starting at 707 sq.ft.) 
in the Ascot that are the perfect choice for the first 
time home buxer, and are priced to sell. Innovative 
floorplans in the beautiful setting of the completed 
master planned community ... Lakeside in Coquitlam. 
OM t be. fate. .. ,tN'.s>/t th,e. .s>afU' off/ee. to .s>u tk bU't 
· trafa.e. 01( th,e- lf(aJl'ie-t tofQj/ 
Too bad they don't 111ake 
· one for your heart. 
Ascot at 
~AI@ IDE 
Art you kaving tht most important part ofyour body o:poud? just btcaust thry 
say it's safi tWtsn't mtan me can't bt dangmJUs tmotiona//y. Whik you're 
saying "/love you, • your partner may be thinking "I love ft. • 
&cause lovt, sec and T'tlationships aT't so untral to our lives, 
wt!'rt offering a K"at bookkt on thm important topics. 
just ca/1 1-800-236-9238 for your fiu copy. 
* Real love. Don't settle for anything less. 1-8()().:236-9238 
Paid ad by Campus Cmsade for Christ 
' • t \ 1 .I ~ 
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FeatUre 
Stepping out 
An interview with Steven War/and 
by Barbara Kiilley-Hubert 
T alking.to students of Steven Warland, you hear com-ments like the following: 
"Subtle but effective ... he made 
us feel safe while we were explor-
ing personal areas of ourselves," 
Joyce Chorney; "I]e knew how to 
get everyone involved, and created 
a level of respect not only for us 
but for himself," Chad Ellison; and 
"I didn't know what to expect but I 
admire him ... he made us face 
our own identities," Betty Ho. 
I was fortuitous enough to take 
CMNS 216, Interpersonal Commu-
nications, from this soft-spoken 
and dignified instructor. His course 
was a lot of things to me. It was 
fun engaging in the role-playing 
exercises. It was informative 
learning about communication 
styles and cultural differences. It 
was scary looking in at myself-at 
my interpersonal weaknesses and 
strengths-and even scarier having 
to share all that personal stuff with 
peers and an instructor. But Steven 
made the class environment feel 
safe. 
The first day 
So you immigrated here from the 
US? 
Yes I came up on a work visa in 
1991, then immigrated perma-
nently in 1993. 
You teach at Douglas as a con-
tracted instructor, does that have 
anything to do with politics surround-
ing your sexual orientation? 
No. It's so that I can have time to 
do my consulting work. I'm also 
thinking of setting up a counselling 
service. 
What kinds of consulting do you 
do? 
I've done some sexual orienta-
tion seminars for the Provincial 
government, a worksh called 'The 
Writer's Ear,' consulting for not-
for-profit agencies, that sort of 
thing. Seminars are my favourite. 
What qualities do you think make 
an instructor a good instructor? 
A desire to share mostly, 
creating an environment where 
students feel comfortable sharing, 
a sense of humour and humble-
ness. It's all tied together. 
Are you a good instructor? 
I can be; I'm comfortable with 
myself. Although I could be better. 
So you don't come out in all 
your classes? 
No, only if it's relevant to 
the materia1 I'm teaching. 
Do you think your sexual 
orientation contributes to, or 
detracts from, your teaching 
abilities? 
Contributes? In some 
ways yes. It's given me 
sensitivity about issues 
surrounding discrimina-
tion. It's also taught me 
how strong 
people's 
filters-
first 
impressions and biases-are. I 
don't think it detracts. It can make 
some students feel uncomfortable 
because they're not used to dealing 
with personal information, but that 
passes in a short time. 
When you came out in our class did 
you notice any mouths hit the floor? 
No. It was a small class and I 
didn't want to single anyone out or 
direct what I was saying to any one 
person, so I wasn't looking. It's 
different when you are in a lecture 
theatre though. Then you see some 
pretty interesting 
of class he ened 
himself up to 
questions from 
his students. 
We asked him 
about a lot of 
personal 
information 
that day, about 
his family and 
The first time I came onto the campus I saw a 
banner about a gay and lesbian event. And the 
college is very open to people with disabilities. 
This is just an observation, of course, but the 
college seems to be fairly open and is at least 
making visual attempts to acknowledge diversity. 
reactions. 
Have you ever 
had a negative 
response to your 
coming out in 
class? 
Only one-
recently-but 
usually nothing 
major. I guess 
background, which he answered 
honestly and sincerely. But I don't 
think any of us were prepared for 
the bombshell he drped halfway 
through the semester. 
We had been talking about 
respecting differences in ourselves 
and each other wh~n Steven said, 
''Remember how at the beginning 
of the term I answered your 
questions about myself? Well, I'd 
like to continue that conversation 
and tell you some more about 
myself." The room got real quiet, 
like we were expecting .. .! don't 
know what. 
"I'm gay," Steven announced. 
He talked on for a bit, but I 
didn't hear much of what he was 
saying. My head, and I suspect it 
was the same for others, was 
reeling. Even if I had suspected 
that Steven was gay, I never 
expected him to publicly announce 
the fact. 
Nter class, there were a few 
comments, like one woman's 
"what a waste." But aside from 
being taken a little off guard, I 
don't think anyone gave the 
incident too much thought. The 
rhythm of the class soon picked up 
where it had left off. After all, one 
of the learning objectives for the 
course was respecting differences. 
I pounced at the portunity to 
interview Steven Warland. To me, 
Steven is much more than a 
curiosity; he is a courageous and 
sincere individual who honours his 
students and his position. 
How long hnve you been teaching? 
About thirty-five years. I've 
taught at the high school level, but 
mainly at Cornell University. This 
is my second semester at Douglas. 
Sometimes I get overzealous about 
the information and spend too 
much time talking. Teaching is part 
theatre and sometimes I lose 
balance. I prefer to see myself as a 
guide but that doesn't always 
happen because of circumstances. 
It's the way the academic world is 
set up. That's why I like seminars. 
The students do most of the work. 
I like to create a Socrates environ-
ment. 
What made you decide to come out , 
in class? 
I decided to come out about ten 
years ago when I was still teaching 
at Cornell. I think good communi-
cation happens when the environ-
ment is en and trusting. I'm also 
very concerned about diversity 
and tolerance. I want to be a good 
model. Most pele don't see me as a 
gay man. We all have filters or 
biases so we don't always attend to 
cues from those around us. Or we 
make false assumptions. Quite 
often pele are surprised when they 
find out I am gay. 
It wasn't an easy decision. I was 
raised in an environment where 
faculty members needed to be 
private. But I didn't think it was 
fair for me to be asking my 
students to divulge all this per-
sonal information without offering 
something myself. 
Why did you wait until halfway 
through the semester to come out? 
I tend to do it when we hit 
content regarding cultural diver-
sity and tolerance. It's not just 
some spontaneous thing I do. I 
plan if and when I'm going to 
come out, and then only if it has 
relevance to the course I'm teach-
ing. 
this fellow felt that his assumption 
was the preferred way of being. I 
find some pele think that if you are 
talking about being gay you are 
talking about sex; but when I talk 
about my children no one ever 
says "you're flaunting your 
sexuality in my face." It's a subtle 
but very clear bias that many gay 
pele face. 
How old were you when you first 
realized you were gay? 
There is no clear answer to that. 
The realization kind of evolved. I 
self identified myself as gay when I 
was around 32. 
Are you out all the time? 
In most situations. It's certainly 
not made an issue during consult-
ing or business situations. But I 
don't sanitize information. 
Have you ever come out at any 
other institutions? 
Yes, during interpersonal 
courses I've taught at Cornell, SFU, 
and at some of the workshs and 
seminars I've taught. When Betty 
Baxter and I were doing a seminar 
on sexual orientation for the 
Province's Deputy Ministers we 
ened with our own personal 
stories. It worked well as far as 
setting up. a trusting environment 
and initiating dialogue. 
Have you experienced any negative 
repercussions from administration for 
coming out? 
No, not in Canada or the US. 
Do you think post secondary 
institutions are traditionally more 
tolerant of diversity? 
Yes, partially because of sheer 
economics. They are, after all, 
serving the student body, which 
tends to be diverse, and partially 
because of academic diversity. 
What about Douglas? 
I can't rate Douglas exactly. The 
first time I came onto the campus I 
saw a banner about a gay and 
lesbian event. And the college is 
very en to pele with disabilities. 
This is just an observation, of 
course, but the college seems to be 
fairly en and is at least making 
visual attempts to acknowledge 
diversity. 
Have you ever noticed any of your 
students who you think might be 
struggling with their sexuality? 
No. Probably because I don't see 
my students through that frame-
work. Sometimes later I'll find out 
because of information I hear. I 
have had students come out later 
that I wouldn't have thought were 
gay. They always say, "Didn't you 
know?" And the answer is no. I'm 
just not looking for that when I'm 
teaching. I try not to make judg-
ments about anybody. 
Do you have any advice for gay 
students at Douglas? 
Well, no. Most gay students I've 
dealt with in the past have the 
same problems as any other 
student. It's very individual. The 
only difference is that their sexual-
ity interacts with whatever it is 
that they are facing. 
Do you think doing this interview 
could jeardize your position here at 
Douglas? 
No. Definitely not. 
A fter the tape recorder was turned off Steven and I talked about children, 
friends we had both lost to AIDS, 
and about being human. He 
hugged me as we said our good-
byes. 
Thinking about the interview 
later, I couldn't help but be 
astounded by the strength of this 
delicately built man with finely 
etched features and gentle voice. 
'Stepping out' in a society that, at 
its worst, views sex as something 
perverted and dirty, and homo-
sexuality as something 'unnatu-
ral,' Steven Warland stands tall. 
Moreover he is, like every one of 
us, human. 
Mountain 
Counselling Gr()up 
2586 Napier St., Vancouver, B.C., V5K 2W5. 
ph. (604)254-2188, fx. (604)251-7246 
The multidisciplinary team at the 
Mountain Group provides a wide range of 
professional psychological and 
counselling services to residents of 
Vancouver and the lower mainland. The 
Group is committed to providing a high 
standard of services in a respectful 
environment which is sensitive to the 
issues of gender, ethnic origin, sexual 
orientation, religion and disability. 
TODD BASS, M.Ed., R.C.C. 
Registered Clinical Counsellor 
PATRICIA FISHER, Ph.D. 
Registered Psychologist 
KA THE FREEBURY, MSW, RSW 
Registered Social Worker 
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'Naughty' books still seized 
Little Sister's update 
Andrew Carroll 
Little Sister's, a lesbian and gay bookstore & emporium, has moved into a new, 
specially designed and built 
location on 1238 Davie St. The 
lesbian and gay bookstore has been 
fighting Canada Customs and still 
hasn't achieved what it set out to 
do, but it has made some great 
advances with its case. For dec-
ades, alnada Customs has been 
taking possession of books they 
deem obscene and sometimes 
burning what they seize. 
"Obscene" material includes 
images of anal penetration, even 
though anal penetration itself is 
legal between consenting adults in 
Canada. 
The books grabbed by Canada 
Customs include some by Oscar 
Wilde and Jane Rule (two brilliant 
writers). The argument put out by 
Canada Customs was that Canadi-
ans should be protected from 
"obscene" images, while Uttle 
Sister's and the BC Civil Liberties 
Association argued that the 
government has no right to say 
what Canadians can and cannot 
read. During the 1994 court case, 
Little Sister's broughUn high 
profile writers such as Jane Rule 
and Pierre Burton as witnesses. 
The ruling by Justice Kenneth 
Smith stated that there is nothing 
constitutionally wrong with 
Canada Customs taking books, but 
Customs went about it in an 
unconstitutional manner. The 
judge also said that material with 
sado-masochistic content is not 
obscene. In April1996, Customs 
revised its policy and made it 
possible for an appeal process by 
which books with serious intellec-
tual and artistic merit could be 
released by Customs. Before, 
Customs sometimes apprehended 
boxes indiscriminately, including a 
box of rainbow pride flags · 
(Freedom Flags) and other queer 
pride paraphernalia. Their appeal 
process before was strictly a yes/ 
no decision. Now they are very 
careful in what they seize and, to 
avoid conflict, some material goes 
to the highest level of Customs. 
However, some material is still 
seized, such as Alberto Manuel's 
Hazing. Nevertheless, the lookout j list that Canada Customs used to 
~single out particular bookstores 
~ has been ordered deleted by 
~Justice Kenneth Smith. Little 
w Sister's wants a whole revision of 
what is deemed to be obscene. 
PEN Canada, an anti-censorship 
organization, is also very disap-
pointed by the ruling that was 
handed down a year ago. 
During the court case it was 
revealed that Canada Customs 
allowed the same banned books to 
be transported across the border to 
Duthie Books. A Uttle Sister's 
representative told The Other Press 
that although the actions of 
Canada Customs were discrimina-
What are queers listening to? 
One heterosexual 
man's inquiry into 
the taste gap 
by Elijah Bak 
A s someone who takes musical tastes very seri-ously, I have often 
wondered why a certain very 
vocal percentage of the queer 
community aligns itself with 
musical pap: The Village People 
(whose greatest musical contribu-
tion is a little ditty about picking 
up teenage boys at the local 'Y') 
and other musical luminaries, 
such as the Pet Shop Boys, the 
Communards, Frankie Goes to 
Hollywood, RuPaul and the list 
goes on and on, ad infinitum. To 
be fair, this is a broad generaliza-
tion, but unfortunately this broad 
generalization holds true (mainly 
in the male queer community). 
There is, however, a significant 
minority of serious classical music 
fans within the gay community, so 
at least there is a degree of 
measurable seriousness with 
regards to music. But. .. RuPaul? 
I appreciate the fun behind the 
camp veneer that inhabits most of 
the above mentioned music 
groups. What I would like to 
know is: given that (in the case of 
gay men particularly) there is, 
broadly speaking, a greater 
amount of disposable income and 
leisure time within the queer 
community, can't they, in the 
words of Leonard Cohen, find 
their "serious heads?" For a group 
that has struggled mightily this 
century to establish itself as a 
community, couldn't the queer 
The Other Press, Douglas College's autonomous 
student newspaper, is now accepting applications 
for the following positions: 
~ Advertising/Bookkeeping 
• Editorial Resource 
• Production Resource 
All positions are part-time (approx. 20 hrs/wk). 
Job descriptions are available at the Other Press 
offices, or by email to featuresOop.douglas.bc.ca. 
Preference will be given to DC students, but anyone 
with a journalistic/student press background is 
encouraged to apply. Only selected candidates 
will be contacted for an interview. Deadline, Feb. 17. 
Send resumes to: Board of Directors 
Other Publications Society 
Room 1020-700 Royal Ave. 
New Westminster, BC V3L 582 
fax: 527-5095, attn. Other Press 
email features@op.douglas.bc.ca 
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community do itself a massive 
service by taking a more serious 
collective approach to the world 
of music? In the AIDS debate, the 
queer community has proven 
itself to be a vocal and effective 
lobbying group. Now, WHY 
CAN'T THEY STOP KILLING 
THEIR MUSICAL TASTEBUDS??!! 
I would like to beseech all 
queerfolk who are reading this 
article to: STOP THE MADNESS!! 
There is such a wealth of brilliant 
music out there! I know! I've 
heard some of it! Jimmy 
Sommerville is NOT particularly 
talented. The Village People is an 
ugly collection of asinine stere-
otypes. Please, come in out of the 
cold. There's a pot of chicken soup 
on the stove and a stack of early 
jazz and soul albums by the CD 
player. Come on. Try it. You' lllike 
it. Trust me. 
STOP 
THE 
VIOLENCE 
STOP 
THE 
HAT! 
USTII" IICOH 
AlllnACl 
OIOIIIOnS 
IS 
AlllftACl 
ouuons 
~~~~:c:TIO· 
:FIGHT 
HOMGPIIOIIJ 
QUEERS 
BASMBACII. 
tory, they were not discriminatory 
against the gay community. Rather, 
it was discrimination against an 
individual bookstore. Mark, a 
Little Sister's employee, explained 
that the lesbian and gay bookstore 
also serves many straight custom-
ers. And when asked if the legisla-
tion that added the term 'sexual 
orientation' to the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms had any 
implications to the court case, he 
said, "There's no connection 
There is, h?wever, 
a significant 
minority.of 
serious classical 
music fans within 
the gay 
community, so at 
least there is a 
degree of 
measurable 
seriousness with 
regards to music. 
But ... Ru Pau I? 
Happiness, Pain, Escape. 
There is magic inherent in 
Everything 
We need to clear away 
Our cobwebs 
To see 
There is so much 
Hard work 
It may never 
Happen this way again. 
by Animal 
' 
oC .. ' ' I 
between the two." 
Little Sister's will be going back 
to the Court of Appeal to fight 
Canada Customs sometime this 
spring. They've had tremendous 
support from the artistic, intellec-
tual and gay communities. 
For more information 
the court case, visit 
Sister's website 
A _yo~ng 
queer 
A nine year old's 
perspective with 
Mom's help 
When Cynthia tried to kiss me I 
felt bad. I was afraid to tell Mom 
because, YUCK, I kissed a girl! 
Mom reminded me I felt bad when 
Robert tried to kiss me too. Mom 
said, "It's not because Cynthia is a 
girl that makes it bad, but it's not 
okay to kiss someone who doesn't 
want to be kissed." 
When Cynthia came over to play 
Mom said, "When some[ one) says 
'no don't kiss me,' or, 'no don't do 
that,' You have to respect that. And 
leave them alone but don't ever feel 
bad about wanting to kiss someone. 
If someone is touching you or 
kissing you and you don't like it, 
"no" and talk to the counsellor at 
school." 
I saw Mom go into Mrs. Yang's 
office at school the next day. I think 
she was a little worried about 
Cynthia. 
(In KO's own words) Cynthia is okay. 
She just likes to kiss girls. I don't 
know why she likes to kiss girls. But 
I think it has something to do with 
instinct. I think she can't help it. 
I hope~ reelize Uta~ ;your ho---.:xualit;y 'Will not n--ril.y 
preJudice na,y ..,_.wal aftl.ctJcmal-pref"erence ehoice. 
Gueeratives 
Homage to dykes over the age of thirty-five 
with apologies to Linda Barry) 
hat are the things you can no longer do? 
Hitchhike to the Michigan Women's Festival with only a change of sarongs, afcii's!al•»-<lnd a 
dildo in your pack ''""'"" ""· ~, · 
Deliver such lines as, 'Do ya wanna fuck-I mean, do ya wanna dance? 
Tune your orgasm a la Annie Sprinkle 
Feel constant, 24-hours-a-day anger regarding the lesbophobic heteros~st capitalist .. 
patriarchy 
Use words like lesbophobic II\ ..., ,,. 
Go to a demo in support of bare breasts .. '•«\, . '· 
Do all-night graffitti actions that involve climbin~facross Skytr~ U:acks and !)Caling''• 
billboards, just so you can scrawl 'dyke& ru\e' over aS?lyi~_!SJ,e~r.ad ~ \0\ ... ? 
At three in the morning on a week night when you're feeling_:!:O.:'&er hac~ pain, dtoos 
fucking over sleeping ~ · ... ,. · .. ....<"' · ·· · ~; v 
Use verbs like hurfiping jumping screwing doing the nasty · 
Have sex in a forest, at suririse , ._ ·- , 
Have the kind of .. $land where it's square. tb nave'broughJy~ur,ontad.leQS 
solution in . knew she knew you knew it Was gOII'\ruH\:Ilpp!ilO...~~-
Carry dental dams in times 
",:·.., ·- -'""~·--~ 
Which of the following 
Polar fleece and gortex 
Flannel sheets, flannel shirts, 
Monogamy 
Same sex spousal benefits 
Selling your nipple clamps, butt plug, 
Which of these things you now know you will never do.:. 
For the Straight Folks who don't mind Gays 
but wish they weren't so BLATANT 
you know some people 
got a lot of nerve. 
sometimes, i don't believe 
the things i see and hear. 
Have you met the womah 
who's shocked by 2 women kissing 
& in the same breath, 
tells you that she's pregrtant? 
BUT GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLATANT. 
You go in a public bathroom 
and all over the walls 
there's John loves Mary, 
Janice digs Richard, 
Pepe loves Delores, etc. etc. 
BUT GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLATANT. 
Or you go to an amusement park 
& there's a turtnel of love 
& pictures of straights 
painted on the front 
Or this straight couple &;Grning couples 
sits next to you in a movie <;6~g in and out. 
& you can't hear the dialogue BlJr'GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLATANT. 
'cause of the sound effects. , · / : " 
BUT GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLA,~,·~ ~~ ~,'b)atant heterosexuals 
"''"'"~· .• " ::ire ali"o.ver the place. ./~,;t~-~~;,:~:) .. .,..... . 
And the woman in your office $uF_e'rp1arkets, movies, on your job, 
spends your entire lunch hour \n c;;~Utch, in books, on television 
talking about her new bikini drawers every A,ay and night, every place-
& how much her husband likes them. ..~venln 'gay bars. 
BUT GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLATANT. / & they want gay men & women 
1 to go hid~ in the closets-
Or the "hip" chick in your class, , 5? tc)._you1straight folks 
rattling a mile a minute Vsay ;._Sure, i'll go 
-'$' 
while you're trying to get stoned_ .. , (if you go too, 
in the john (' ?:.:·, '\:~: .. but i'm poiite 
tl 
by Pat Parker 
about the camping trip she took ~~-' so -::<afteryou. 
with her musician boyfriend. 
BUT GAYS SHOULDN'T BE BLATANT. 
(used without permission from 
Out rage: Dykes and Bi's Resist 
Homophobia 1993) 
Waitress in a doughnut shop in the BC Interior, attending women's rodeos and lesbian 
feminist craftshows in your spare time and developing a carpentry business on the side, 
while writing a novel and living in a one-room log cabin at the end of a dirt road, having 
sex every night with any one of your six or seven totally fucked up but totally all-natural 
non-monogamOl.IS}~)Vers, while doing incredible drugs. 11n~ ~atin~-prganic, locally grown 
food and bread, be~routs and yogurt you've m'\,de yo.~rself ~...... " "" · · 
;" Make a . ··.·. a!M::::~~~;¥'::_ ,- . / i ~"::;:::~' e I __ / 
· the ~ea,tles6~_C:CU1~?.ian f~arm _fi!~1lcrip~ . ... 2 ;, . 
.... ,,,, ""'.,'"'·"'this lesbopJ;ilibic heter~~st S!'I:J>Itaj.ist pafriarchy 'iT ..... . / 
· go ,~<:U~Jlypt6re ~aifj5otlu;~ dJ4ners in this lifetirp~ 
% ,..;.··· ····-:~. _:::(_j' 
ir} 
··==·~~ ·:':: :·:::::~~::(· 
· ·• •·• • •• •. · · •.• ·.'· Woman in y;;'~;~~f~ ,fi.~:· · ·· 
ripple along the spine of your 
<»··V'Oil.ltJltm~. Jtu·oat mouth, that beat ferociously 
. . walls of her pleasure and pain 
· stop, no don't stop, don't 
. with such a mixture 
vulnerability does 
You do it so good you thirty-something/forty-something dyke who's laid so many girls fucked 
so many dykes blazed a trail of sex right through the community and know a woman's body 
so good so fine so elegant so well. 
.by Marusya Bociurkiw 
A Vancouverite uideomaker and the author of The Woman Who Loved Airports. 
Her favouriteairport is in Castlegar, BC. Reprinted with permission. 
Blue seas wave hello 
The water caresses my soul 
Oceans there to hold my hand 
Still, why am I so sad. 
Fire and air rage across 
desperately trying to find my loss 
changing everything in its path 
before the soothing of life's wrath 
Waves of green circle 'round me 
Earthen ground gives back proud trees 
Shells that washed up and held you 
made the sun even more bright 
alas; I see the moon in your eyes. 
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Queer 
Rethinking Christian homophobia 
by Peter T. Chlittaway 
Some years ago, in the 
months prior to the Gay 
Games in Vancouver, an 
intense debate took place 
within the Christian commu-
nity over the issue of homo-
sexuality and religion. 
The United Church had 
recently affirmed the right of 
practicing homosexuals to 
hold positions of clerical 
authority, while a local group 
of Christian leaders had 
purchased ads in The Vancou-
ver Sun and The Province 
asserting that the Gay Games 
"would not take place" 
because homosexuality was 
immoral, unnatural, etc. 
At the time, I boldly 
declared in a Jetter to one 
publication that all real 
Christians were opposed to 
homosexuality. Trusting in 
the assumptions of others 
and neglecting to weigh both 
sides carefully, I held that 
view for some years after-
wards. But when I was forced 
to take a closer look, I found 
to my surprise that, contrary 
to the assumptions of many 
Christians, homosexuality is 
not such an open-and-shut 
issue after all. 
Cam polo has also argued, 
much to the annoyance of 
more conservative Chris-
tians,thatgaysinthe 
church, the military and 
elsewhere ought to have the 
freedom to be open and 
honest about who and what 
they are. Dis~gree with him 
if you like, but don't be 
calling him "homophobic." 
Having said that, what 
does the biblical tradition 
actually say about homo-
sexuality? 
The story of Sod om and 
Gomorra in Genesis 19 is a 
favorite passage for anti-gay 
Christians-it's the source of 
the word "sodomy" -but 
these people overlook one 
simple fact: nowhere is it 
said that these towns were 
destroyed for homosexuality. 
Isn't it remotely possible that 
the men of Sod om were 
guilty of rape, and not 
homosexuality per se? 
In a similar story in Judges 
19-21, an entire tribe was 
almost destroyed as punish-
ment for the gang rape of a 
visiting woman. The prob-
lem, clearly, is not the sexual 
orientation of the rapists, but 
the violence with which they 
greeted their visitors. 
"You, therefore, have no excuse, you who 
pass judgment on someone else, for at 
whatever point you judge the other, you are 
condemning yourself." Those who would use 
the Bible to condemn homosexuals had 
better take a look at themselves first. 
First, though, in the 
interests of mutually respect-
ful dialogue, one thing needs 
to be made clear. A Christian 
who takes the position that 
homosexual acts are forbid-
den by God is not automati-
cally "homophobic." To slap 
that label on one who has 
come to that conclusion is to 
ignore the complexities of the 
issue and to cut off any 
chance of meaningful 
discussion. 
A number of Christians 
hold this view because they 
believe that the Bible is 
inspired by God; further, that 
they ought to live their life 
according to its rules (though 
which ones, and how rigidly, 
is always a matter of some 
debate); and finally, that the 
Bible happens to condemn 
homosexual acts and there-
fore, whether they like it or 
not, such acts are somehow 
against God's will. 
But this point of view does 
not preclude a genuine 
sympathy for homosexual 
people. There are many 
Christians, such as Tony 
Cam polo, who fight tirelessly 
against homophobia within 
the church yet also believe 
that "same-sex genital 
contact" is biblically imper-
missible. That still leaves the 
way open for other forms of 
affection, and Campolo, for 
one, has suggested that 
Christian homosexuals could 
express their love and 
commitment by entering 
into celibate "lifelong 
covenants." 
In fact, Ezekiel 16:49-50 
spells out a distinctly 
nonsexual reason for 
Sodom's demise: "[The 
people of Sod om] were 
arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not 
help the poor and needy. 
They were haughty and did 
detestable things before me." 
Sod om sounds chillingly 
familiar in this passage; in 
fact, the issues raised here 
are far more representative 
of the Bible's social concerns 
than the modem fixation 
with homosexuality. 
It's no wonder North 
Americans overlook Ezekiel 
so readily. 
The clearest rule against 
homosexuality comes from 
the Holiness Code in 
Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13; the 
latter passage even pre-
scribes the death penalty. 
Christians who harp on 
these laws, however, ignore 
a few salient points. 
For one thing, the death 
penalty is prescribed for 
several other deeds, includ-
ing the dishonouring of 
one's parents (Leviticus 20:9) 
and the gathering of wood 
on a Saturday (Numbers 
15:32-36). Few today would 
push the law on those counts 
as well. 
In addition, the laws of the 
Holiness Code are addressed 
to the people of Israel and, as 
such, are not necessarily 
meant to apply to the 
Gentiles, Christian or 
otherwise. The Holiness 
Code also prohibits the 
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weaving together of two 
different kinds of fabrics (Lev. 
19:19) and the trimming of 
one's beard (Lev. 19:27), 
activities that no Christian I 
know would condemn. 
The relationship between 
Christianity and Old Testa-
ment law is a thorny issue at 
best, but it seems to me that if 
one is going to enforce a law 
just because it exists in a legal 
code-be it that of Moses or 
anyone else-then one ought 
to enforce the whole thing. 
The New Te5tament is a 
murkier case. Jesus himself is 
never quoted on the matter, 
and the few references in the 
letters of Paul (I Cor. 6:9, I 
Tim. 1:10) usually pivot on 
words of dubious translation. 
Robin Scroggs has argued, 
and Campolo after him, that 
Paul had pederasty (adult-
child sexual relationships) in 
mind and not same-sex 
relationships between 
consenting adults when he 
wrote these texts. 
The New Testament 
passage most conservative 
Christians fall back on is 
Romans 1:26-27, which is also 
the only biblical passage to 
explicitly mention lesbian-
ism. But even here things are 
not so clear. Paul argues that 
the same-sex relations he has 
in mind are "unnatural" and 
that sexual debauchery is a 
punishment for sin but not 
the sin itself. Any assessment 
of Paul's views on "nature" 
should take into account his 
belief that long hair was 
"unnatural" for men (I Cor. 
11:14), a view held by no 
Christians I know personally. 
And, as with Leviticus, if one 
is not going to apply the 
entire law, there seems little 
point in singling out specific 
portions. 
Moreover, Paul immedi-
ately follows his tirade on sin 
and "unnatural" activity with 
a cry for tolerance (Romans 
2:1): "You, therefore, have no 
excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, 
for at whatever point you 
judge the other, you are 
condemning yourself." Those 
who would use the Bible to 
condemn homosexuals had 
better take a look at them-
selves first. 
If Christians are to follow 
the example of Jesus, who 
championed the poor and 
disadvantaged of his day, it 
behooves them to consider 
what role they ought to pia 
in fighting the homophobia 
that does exist in our society, 
particularly since this h 
prejudice is encouraged all 
too often by the people who 
wear Christ's name. 
Recommended Reading: 
• Tony Campolo, 20 Hot Potatoes Chris-
tians Are Afraid to Touch, Word, 1988. 
• Tony Campolo, Was Jesus a Moderate?, 
Word, 1995. 
• John]. McNeill, S.J., The Church and 
the Homosexual, Pocket Books, 1976. 
• Robin Scroggs, The New Testament and 
Homosexuality, Fortress Press, 1983. 
Student Rush Ni flts! 
... Exclusive savings of 50% ott tor ancouver 
Canucks & Grizzlies games · 
BRING IT ON. 
Vancouver Canucks 
vs. Washington 
Capitals 
Tuesday, February 11th 
7:00pm 
Come on in. 
~ Vancouver Gr;zzties 
'IV~cxs vs. Dallas Maver;cks 
Mon., Feb. 17th • 7:00 pm 
~ Vancouver Gdzzties 
'1111 vs. Ctevetand Cavaliers 
CAYS Sun., Feb. 23rd • 12:00 noon 
Vancouver Gdzzties 
uPPiiii vs. Los Angeles CHppers 
Wed., Feb. 26th • 7:00 pm 
Tickets start from ·ust 
12.75 
Present your valid student photo identification - anytime up to an hour and a 
half (90 minutes) prior to gametime - at any TicketMaster outlet or at the Orca 
Bay Box Office at General Motors Place (Gate 10). 
Discount applies I~ ~rices ran~ing from $18.25 • $53.00 for the Grizzlies, and $40.25 & $47.75 only 
for the Canucks. Ltmtt of four ttckets per student per game while quantities last. Prices include GST 
but are subject to applicable service charges. Offer only 900d for games listed on this flyer. Offer can-
not be combined with any other promotion. · 
A&E 
assive appeal 
"what they could be," 
fails to love them for 
they are. 
Dirk Van Stralen is 
honest in his 
Dolson, he says, 
at the ridiculous 
fate has stuck him 
with), a fiery young seminar-
ian, studying to become a 
priest. Van Stralen brings the 
right amount of passion and 
ambivalence to his character, 
and his on-stage struggles 
with the duality of the 
institution of the church, and 
the duality of his sexuality, 
are painfully apt and 
accurate, especially for a 
stage situated in the base-
ment of a church. Van 
Stralen seems comfortable in 
the role; a twenty something 
angst-ridden student, 
smashingly intelligent, 
stridently rebellious, and 
passionately angry. But his 
motives for joining the 
priesthood are ambiguous. I 
know people studying to be 
ministers who are a lot like 
this character, and the 
characterization rings 
frighteningly true. 
Tim Dixon has the uphill 
battle, trying to bring 
humanity to a character who 
is just that; a character. 
Father Farley is a foil to the 
earnest questions of the 
young deacon-one part 
comedy, one part sermoniz-
ing, add wine and stir-and 
it takes some effort to get 
past the surface caricature to 
find subtlety and nuance in 
Bill Davis' script. Dixon 
pulls it off with ease, making 
the complacent, sometimes 
buffoonish priest a living, 
breathing human being. 
The script has a tendency 
towards sermonizing (what 
did you expect in a play 
about priests?), but the real 
strength of the play comes in 
the characterization and 
direction. The play jumps 
from almost sitcom-esque 
comedy to heart-wrenching 
drama, sometimes in the 
space of one line. Such 
dizzying mood swings leave 
the audience unbalanced 
and disarmed-the play's 
intended effect. 
Like many Pacific Theatre 
productions, the staging is 
sparse, focusing the atten-
tion squarely where it 
should be, on the actors, and 
the small studio space brings 
the audience right into the 
action. There's something 
very appealing about a 
theatre where the front row 
marks the start of the stage, 
breaking down the barriers 
between performance and 
reality, and when Dixon's 
character steps down from 
the pulpit which he has 
placed between himself and 
the congregation, the act 
transcends the play, touch-
ing on the very nature of 
theatre itself. 
Mass Appeal runs to Feb 
15. It would be a sin to 
miss it! 
~ovv lo~ do I have to lie here and hold 
her befOre I can get up and go horne... 
-Is thirty seconds enough?' 
Just because they say it's safe doesn't mean sex can't be dangerous emotionally. While you're 
saying "I !<me you," your partner may be thinking "I love it. • For a great booldet on 
love, sex and relationships, just calll-800-236-9238 for your free copy. 
(headline quoted from the movie "When Harry Met Sally") 
* Real love. Don't settle for anything less. 1-800-236-9238 
Paid ad by Campus Crusade for Christ 
Highway Freak w=---- ..... --., ~ In the Amelia ~ 
:Douglas Gallerv ~ 
Rick Perreault, member of Highway Freak 
Ticket, and an employee of 
our Student Society, gave a 
tight performance Thursday 
night at The Gate. 
Congratulations to 
Highway Freak Ticket's CD 
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Chaos and Order: ~ 
Life Patterns i 
mixed media by ~ 
Heft a. ~ 
Opening Reception, i February 14 1997, 4 1! 
pm-8 pm I 
Artist's Talk, i 
February 18, noon in ~ 
"' 
the Gallery ~ 
'*"~mlil~>~> ~ 
Free Admission • ~ 
Everyone is welcome 2: 
'" Douglas College, 4th t ~ Floor North, 700 Royal 
Ave, New West i 
release; all the best Rick! ~ ,...., ,.... ..,.. ..,.. w&s ....,. ...,. ....., d1 
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Opeth 
Morningrise 
Candlelight 
The term 'progressive metal' 
has become something of a 
joke in media circles over 
recent years; a disparaging 
oxymoron used, more often 
than not, to unfairly malign 
an entire genre of music, by 
the same people who really 
believed, deep in the core of 
their being, that the genre 
was as dead as the nails in 
Bon Scott's coffin; the same 
people who said with a 
straight fa.ce "Yeah man, 
Snoop really has something 
valid to say," and "How 
about those Beatles ... uh, I 
mean Oasis guys? There's an 
original group with a great 
career ahead of them." 
Aaahhh ... the beauty of 
irony .... 
Well metal naysayers, the 
tide is indeed showing signs 
of turning once again. As 
"tha Doggfather" and his ilk 
begin to fade into bargain-
bin obscurity following the 
15 minutes of fame accorded 
to their debut recordings, 
and everyone's favourite 
Brits continue to lead the 
charge in the "alternative" 
musical clone-wars, a newer, 
hungrier breed of musician 
has arrived, bringing with it 
all of the power, intensity, 
and originality born of the 
now underground Heavy 
Metal scene. And yes, 0 
adidas-clad minions, people 
are listening. 
Leading this slavering 
wolfpack is Sweden's Opeth, 
an alternative to the alterna-
tive, a group seemingly bent 
upon breathing a new life 
and vitality into heavy 
music while simultaneously 
giving whole new meaning 
to the terms "progressive" 
and "metal" in the bargain. 
Morningrise, their soph-
omore release following 
1994's masterpiece Orchid, 
displays a richly textured 
majesty and uncompromis-
ing talent that is sadly remiss 
in much of the music of the 
'90s. 
Never content to follow 
the trends, Opeth has 
comprised a work well over 
an hour in length, consisting 
of five epic tracks including 
'Advent,' 'The Night and the 
Silent Water,' 'Nectar,' 'Black 
Rose Immortal,' and 'To Bid 
You Farewell,' showcasing a 
dazzling technical profi-
ciency which com-bines 
obvious classical training 
with the extreme power of 
Death, or Black Metal, 
mixing both 'clean' and 
guttural vocal styles to 
create a dark, haunting 
ambience. Not for the 
impatient or closed-minded 
music afficianado. 
Opeth could, given time 
and increased exposure, 
grow into a power to be 
reckoned with, along with 
other talented yet relatively 
unknown artists such as · 
Amorphis, Paradise Lost 
and Cathedral, to name but a 
few. Heavy Metal may have 
taken a kick in the pants so 
to speak, but it is still very 
much alive and breathing, 
and it demands to be heard. 
Take a chance folks, try 
something that's not force-
fed to you by the corporate 
powers at MuchMusic. You 
may actually like it. 
by Ciaran Meeks 
Cathedral 
Supernatu.ral Birth 
Machine 
Earache 
Perrennial merchant of 
doom, Cathedral returns 
once again, with its latest 
release, Supernatural Birth 
Machine, the highly antici-
pated follow-up to 1995's 
The Carnival Bizarre, and 
'96's EP Hopkins: The 
Witchfinder General, adding 
yet another jewel in the 
crown of a band that has 
helped redefine and revital-
ize that oft-maligned genre 
of music known as Heavy 
Metal. 
Cathedral's current lineup 
proves to be its most tal-
ented and consistent to date, 
including vocalist Lee 
Dorrian, guitarist Garry 
Jennings, bassist Leo Smee, 
and drummer Brian Dixon, 
continuing to pump out 
some of the most brain-
jarring Sabbath-inspired 
heaviness this side of 
Lucifer's Listening Booth! 
Unlike many of their 
fellow Brits, who shall 
remain nameless (did · 
someone say Blur by any 
chance?), Cathedral spits in 
the face of the current trend 
towards pop-laced drivel 
that continues to wash up 
unmercifully upon North 
American shores, preferring 
instead to inject near lethal 
doses of (God forbid!) power 
and energy into their music, 
combining the most doom-
laden of guitar-riffs with '70s 
flavoured camp. 
Personal faves include 
ethereal opener 'Cybertron 
71/Eternal Countdown' 
which immediately blasts 
into the adrenalized menace 
of 'Urko's Conquest,' an ode 
to everyone's favourite 
simian villain of Planet of the 
Apes fame. 'Fireball Demon' 
is a surprisingly catchy 
number without compromis-
ing the "crunch-factor'' so 
vital to this type of music, 
and 'Birth Machine 2000' 
and 'Dragon Ryder 13' 
demonstrate Cathedral in 
classic form, creating that 
epic Sab-throb that would 
cause even the mighty 
Iommi to prick up his ears 
and nod in grim approval. 
All in all a fine effort, which 
comes as no surprise to one 
who has faithfully followed 
the lads' career from the 
beginning. Tankards of 
Guinness all around! And as 
Dorrian himself would 
proudly exclaim: "Doom On!" 
by Ciaran Meeks 
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The University of Northern British Columbia 
is now in its third full year of operations, and 
will continue its major expansion it! 1997. Our 
award-winning central campus at Prince George 
is in the process of doubling its numbers of 
students ... be a part of this great new enterprise. 
BACHELORS PROGRAMS 
• Anthropology, BA 
• Biology, USc, with majors in: 
-l3iology 
-Fisheries 
-Plant Science 
-Wildlife 
• Business Administration, 
13. Comm, with majors in: 
-Accounting 
-Finance 
-General Business 
-International Business 
-Marketing 
• Chemistry, l3Sc 
• Computer Science, USc 
• Economics, BA 
• English, BA 
• Environmental 
Studies, BA, BSc 
• Environmental Science, BSc 
with majors in: 
-Environmental Planning 
-Environmental Science 
• First Nations Studies, BA 
• GeneralArts, BA 
• General Sciences, BSc 
• Geography, BA, BSc 
• History, BA 
• International Studies, BA 
• Mathematics, BSc 
• Natural Resources 
Management, BSc, 
\\'ith majors in: 
-Forestty 
-Fisheries 
-Wildlife 
-Resource Hecreation 
and Tourism 
• Northern Studies (Minor) 
• Nursing, 
-Post-Dip)oma l3accalaureate 
-Collaborative l3SN 
• Philosophy 
(Minor) 
• Physics, BSc 
• Political 
Science, l3A 
• Psychology, l3Sc 
• Resource-Based 
Tourism 
• Russian Studies 
(Minor) 
• Social Work, l3SW 
• Technology and 
Management, UTM 
• Women's Studies, BA 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
• Biology, MSc 
• Community Health 
Science, MSc 
• Education, MEd 
-Educational Counselling 
-Curriculum and 
Instruction 
• Environmental 
Science, MSc 
• First Nations Studies, MA 
• Gender Studies, MA 
• History, MA 
• Interdisciplinary 
Studies,MA 
• International 
Studies, MA 
• Natural Resources 
Management, MSc 
• Natural Resources 
and Environment 
Studies, PhD 
• Political Science, MA 
• Psych o logy, MSc 
• Social Work, 
MSW a11d Masters 
degrees by special 
arrangement. 
River, 
20minutes 
University of Northern British Columbia 
Office of Communications, 3333 University Way, Prince George, B.C. V2N 4Z9 
Fax Number: (604) 960-5543. Please send me more information about UNBC. 
Name: 
Address: 
City/Prov/Postal Code: Phone: 
More information can be accessed on http://www.unbc.edu or through our 24 hour 
answer line 1-604-960-5666. 
Gueeratives 
111111 1111 '1111k1 11111111: 
1 Jill 1111111 1111 
I came out in 1975. I was 18 years old. Although that was just over twenty years 
so many changes have effected our community that it feels like 100 years have 
..,.a'""'~, ..... Things that the gay community takes for granted now, had an entirely 
111Jtte1rertt significance then. 
Other things that were quite common in gay life then, no longer exist. For those of 
who were too young to remember, or too stoned to care, here is just a little 
of some of the things that you missed. 
l'\JJner1ca countered with their own 
of support. Waving banners 
said, "Squeeze a fruit for 
" they fought hard to keep 
law as it was. A vote was held, 
Anita won. The law was 
•"'~""a't:U on June 7, 1977. 
took her anti-gay earn-
on the road to many cities in 
and Canada to overturn 
she was successful, like in 
f!u:gen"e, Oregon, and St. Paul, 
One of her biggest 
•u'ult::HLt,. was in Edmonton. But 
had to cut the tour short, 
t>e<:aw;e support for her was not as 
as she had anticipated. 
livc)rN>d and remarried, she now 
Christian eyewear in Selma, 
611111: This was a strange style 
phenomenon. It began in the 
lesbian community, and was 
quickly adopted by the guys all 
over North America. It consisted of 
wearing short hair, moustache, 
mirrored aviator sunglasses, plaid 
shirt, bomber jacket, Levis 501 
jeans, and either hiking boots or 
Adidas runners. Who says that we 
don't wear uniforms! It was also 
the main reason why a lot of gay 
crime went unsolved. 
&eauaa: These were things that 
you found at the back of the 
drugstore. Usually there were only 
about a half dozen boxes of them 
on display at any one time. It was 
considered to be in poor taste to 
have them prominently displayed 
as they are now. Besides, now you 
can enter stores that sell nothing 
but these things. They only had 
one use back then, and that was to 
prevent pregnancy. Unlike on a 
recent trip back to Calgary, where I 
witnessed a drunk patron in a bar 
stretch one over his head, pull it 
halfway down his face and blow it 
up with his nose until it burst. 
They're versatile things, aren't 
they? 
... I&UIIIIrHI,II'I: This 
troupe of all gay male dancers 
from San Francisco sold out 
everywhere they performed in 
North America. They were a 
parody of Russian Ballet troupes, 
and dressed in tutus they would 
perform such serious ballets as 
SwanLake. 
But, because of their male 
physique, their movements on 
stage would be greatly exagger-
ated, much to the delight of 
audiences. When reading a 
program at any of their perform-
ances, you got introduced to such 
dancers as Vladimir Legsupsky 
and Natasha Ripsernickersoff! 
... Natural Healing (cont. from pg. 4) 
have offered this course 
1<>~~et11er. "Mind and body can't be 
without the other," main-
Linn, a bright-eyed spokes-
"There is no difference 
lbPihm><>n mind and body. Some 
believe you can choose how 
feel, they are saying "don't 
be happy .... " In fact what 
need is clear information, to 
up their unfinished business, 
to learn communications 
Finally, I stopped by Reiki 
Stirling Marie Sexton's 
while we talked, she gave a 
<>mnn,oh-;•tinon of her skills to a 
touch: it is not a massage," 
explained. "Massage goes to 
muscle. [Reiki is] bone deep! 
Patients can feel the tingling; they 
can feel the energy ... but it's up to 
the patient, they go as deep as they 
want, emotionally, physically and 
spiritually." 
It was an interesting evening, 
and I regret that I didn't have the 
time to speak to everyone. I did 
walk away with a small dead 
forest's worth of literature, though. 
For more information about 
topics on natural health and 
healing at Douglas, poke around 
the college and pick up one of the 
thick brochures being liberally 
distributed. Or call 527-5671 to 
have your name put on the mailing 
list (Warning: it's a voice mail 
thing, slower than Telereg). And if 
you want to talk to a real person, 
try Geraldine Murphy, Program 
Coordinator, at 527-5046. · 
ftrfll'l: Small, brown bottles 
containing Amyl Nitrite can still be 
found in most of the porn stores on 
Granville Street. You shake the 
bottle, hold it to your nose and 
inhale. The heart rate speeds up 
and the room spins around. 
Known as 'the two minute high,' 
when combined with smoking pot, 
one whiff of this stuff can send you 
right into the night sky. Poppers 
were regularly brought to parties, 
discos, and any place where gay 
men gathered, in·many cases they 
were a must have. Little silver 
inhalers containing poppers were a 
popular item, worn around the 
necks of many of the guys. Much 
like the ubiquitous wallet and 
chain worn by young guys today. 
flfiHflfkl: It will always be 
with us, but in the '70s gay porn 
came out of the closet and became 
a multi-million dollar industry. It 
was quite a novelty, and every-
body knew the names of the porn 
icons of the time: Jack Wrangler, 
George Payne, Richard Locke, 
Casey Donovan, Scorpio and Joe 
Gage were among the many big 
names. 
Millions of copies of their movies 
were sold all over the world. 
Coinciding with the popularity of 
gay porn, was the rise of Ul Nlk 
klllll. When AIDS started to 
reach epidemic proportions in 
1984/85, many municipal health 
departments in the States, and to a 
smaller degree in Canada, shut a 
lot of these places down. However, 
bath houses still exist today, in fact 
in places like San Francisco many 
of them have"reopened. 
1111111: If you mentioned that 
you wanted to have safe sex with 
somebody back in the '70s, you 
would have been the brunt of a 
few jokes. 
"Hey Gary!" 
Irs 
Till 
1arc111, ·· 
TII•IIIDIP 
..... 
Dl Dllctlli' 
"What?" 
''This guy wants to have safe sex 
with me!" 
''What's that?" 
"Dunno!" 
"Sounds like some kind of Anita 
Bryant thing." 
"Maybe we should ask him." 
''Yeah let's do that." 
"Okay fool, what the hell is safe 
sex?" 
ka lr&l&lHI: This was the 
original place to travel to if you 
were gay. It was Mecca, and every 
morning when you got up you'd 
bow three times toward it. Now 
Amsterdam and Sydney rival San 
Francisco as world centres for 
queers. 
IIlii II lkl '111: Perhaps you 
watched the PBS series about three 
years ago. It was originally a 
weekly fiction series written by 
Armistead Maupin, and it ran in 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
throughout most of the decade. It 
was about the daily lives of a 
group of people living in a board-
ing house at 28 Barbary Lane. This 
series was later made into four 
books: Tales of the City, More Tales of 
the City, Further Tales of the City and 
Babycakes. If you want a fairly 
accurate view of gay life in the 
'70s, not only in San Francisco but 
pretty much all over North 
America, read this series. Read it 
anyway! It's highly entertaining 
and really well written. 
Well that's about it for now. 
There are a lot of things that I left 
out, and there were a lot of things 
that happened that are just un-
printable. Those times were tacky, 
tasteless, obnoxious, and loud, (I 
was anyway). I have a lot of fond 
memories from back then, but take 
it from a grand old fag like me, as 
cliched as this sounds, there's no 
time like here and now. Take care 
of yourselves. 
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Scores 
WOMEN(S 
VOLLEYBALL 
Fehruatyl 
Douglas 3 Camosun 0 
(15--(), 15--9$ 15-S) 
Vesna Rukavina 7 kllls, 
lOblocks 
l3ed<i l<osinski 7 kill$ 
Sports 
MEN's SoccER 
Februaryl 
UBC 5 Douglas 0 
MEN'S BASKETBALL WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
January31 
Langara 97 Douglas 68 
Reece Bennett 16 points 
Februaryl 
Capilano 72 Douglas 69 
Alex Zabori 17 points, 12 
rebounds 
Jon Fast 15 points, 14 
rebounds 
January31 
Douglas 63 Langara 59 
Jasmine Foreman 21 points, 16 
rebounds 
Februaryl 
Capilano 67 Douglas 60 
Jasmine Foreman 17 points 
Hey! He ain't so bad Just skip it 
by Miguel Strother 
I n every little American town the faces of those whose dreams live in the success of a 
rare few turn once a year to watch 
a tournament that is equalled in 
drama and excitement only by the 
Olympics and the World Cup of 
Hockey. Heroes are made and a 
lifetime of financial security 
shimmers at the end of the road to 
the final four and NCAA basket-
Few centres in the league are 
capable of scoring, and Country has 
managed to accumulate some 
decent numbers, including a 33 
point game last week. Country 
remarkably ranks third in scoring 
for the Grizzlies (13.5 Pts). This puts 
him behind only rookie sensation 
Shareef Abdur-Rahim and standout 
point guard Anthony Peeler. 
No question Country has at times 
looked absolutely terrible, failing to 
get back in the defensive transition 
ball supremacy. 
It is there that 
a gentle giant 
dubbed 'Big 
Country' 
earned his way 
into the elitist 
And for all of those 
and rarely 
grabbing the 
number of 
rebounds a 
man his size 
is capable of, 
but the fact is 
a big centre is 
a necessary 
component to 
anyNBA 
team. 
Unfortu-
obnoxious dinks who 
stumble after the 
ranks of 
professional 
basketball. And 
for all of those 
obnoxious 
dinkswho 
stumble after 
bandwagon shouting 
childish nicknames such 
as 'Big Trouble' and 
'Sleep Country: I'll 
reiterate .... EARNED! 
the bandwagon shouting such 
childish nicknames as 'Big Trouble' 
and 'Sleep Country.' I'll 
reiterate .... EARNED! 
Bryant Reeves didn't buy his 
way into a cheap seat at the 
Garage, he played his way through 
the best of the NCAA centres of the 
day, leading Oklahoma to a spot in 
the basketball tournament that 
captivates all sport fans in the 
month of March. His stats, includ-
ing single season school records in 
scoring (797 Pts) and field goal 
precentage (.585), were good 
enough to make him some cash 
and bring him to a place which has 
better fishin' than any one of them 
sludge laden river systems United 
States. 
Fans have been down on Country 
since the beginning of his 
Sophomore season with the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, saying that the 
young seven-footer is incapable of 
playing against other centres in the 
league. But as far as I can see, this 
kid is doing all right for first round, 
sixth overall pick in the NBA draft. 
nately, Eric 
Mobly's sporadic play and Roy 
Rodgers' lack of offensive touch 
will hardly do in a league that 
champions massive, physical 
scoring machines like Shaquille 
O'Neal and Carl Malone. 
Big Country is learning the hard 
way, like every lunchbox centre 
must, that muscle and power are 
absolutely essential in the middle. 
The sophomore pro will have to 
work harder than he ever has if he is 
going to continue to improve as an 
NBA player. Off season training and 
a constant commitment to a disci-
plined lifestyle must be practiced. 
Country needs to work on his 
shooting game by adding weapons 
to compliment the fade-away 
jumper as well as keeping his 
rebounding numbers up. But, most 
of all, the man needs the support of 
the Vancouver fans who have thus 
far proven that cosmetic appeal is 
enough to tum fans off of a young 
star who will need confidence to 
match his size if he's going to start 
making waves for basketball in the 
city by the sea. 
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by Christopher Lo 
I umping rope? No way, that's not what I'm here for! I wanna be strong, be bad. I want to be oud about who I am and how I 
feel...boxers jumping rope? You're 
pulling my string! 
When you look at a boxer, you 
might think that all they need is 
strength and big muscles to win a 
fight. Strength is definitely benefi-
cial, but stamina is one of the main 
factors enabling boxers to keep 
fighting round after round. If 
you've seen the movie Rocky (it 
doesn't matter which one) then 
you'll know what I'm talking 
about. Skipping rope helps boxers 
build up their stamina and in-
creases their leg strength and 
speed. 
Participants in experiments at 
Illinois University's Physical Fit-
ness Research Centre were given 
ropes and asked to do as many 
skips as possible in one hour, for 
five days a week, for ten weeks. 
The outcome? Physical changes 
included greater leg and knee 
strength and increased calf size, 
better jumping ability, and faster 
running speed. They also had in-
creased flexibility and agility, and 
their hearts had become stronger. 
According to studies published in 
Residents QWlrterly, ten minutes of 
rope jumping is as good for you as 
30 minutes of jogging. 
Where To Begin 
First of all, buy a good rope 
made of rawhide, or one with plas-
tic spaces over a clothesline, or one 
covered with black sponge rubber. 
It should be just heavy enough so 
that you can skip comfortably. You 
may have to invest $10 to $20 for a 
good quality skipping rope. Most 
sport shops such as Sports Experts 
or Sport Depot should carry these 
in stock. 
The Right Length 
While standing in the middle of 
the rope, the handles should just 
reach your ·armpits. 
Getting With It 
You can skip almost anywhere. 
Make sure that you wear well-
cushioned athletic shoes to prevent 
ankle and leg injuries. Do a 5-10 
Week Jump Rest 
1 15 sees. 45 sees. 
3 15 sees. 15 sees. 
5 30 sees. 15 sees. 
7 
9 
. 11 
13 
15 
1 min. 
2 min. 
3 min . 
6 min. 
8 min. 
30 s. 
1 min. 
1 min. 
1 min. 
2 min. 
minute warm up on the exercise 
bike or go for a brisk walk or slow 
jog. Afterwards, stretch your 
calves, shins, ankles and quadri-
ceps because those are the main 
parts of your body that will be 
exercised. When jumping, aim for 
about 80-100 jumps per minute. 
You can really feel the benefits 
after only one week of skipping. 
It's a good idea to do this activity 
at least three times a week, but no 
more than five. Your body needs 
time to recover. If things start 
becoming too easy for you, 
consider using ankle and wrist 
weights to help bum more calories 
and to provide more of a 
Here's a fairly good workout 
program by Frances Sheridan 
Goulart: 
If you're a beginner, start at the 
top; if you think you're in pretty 
good shape, skip down the list to a 
more advanced level. 
Repeat Total Jump Time 
8 times 2 minutes 
12 times 3 minutes 
8 times 4minutes 
7 times 7minutes 
5 times 10 minutes 
5 times 15 minutes 
3 times 18 minutes 
3 times 24 minutes 
Classifieds 
Accommodations 
Roommate wanted for house near 
22nd St. Sky Train. Must be under 30, 
alive, able to pay bills, considerate, 
animal friendly, have a fresh change 
of CO's, and female. 524-1454 
20 year-old studious male looking for 
roommate for March 1st in spacious, 
semi-furnished, top floor, two-
bedroom apartment across from 
Royal Columbian Hospital-1 0 
minute bus ride to school. $360/ 
month + hydro, laundry available. 
Call Andrew at 517-8860 
Velunt•r PUblic SeVIce 
Burnaby Volunteer Centre has 
volunteer opportunities in the 
following areas: coordinator, child 
care, assisting with seniors tea time 
program, recreation, and tax 
assistance. For more information call 
294-5533 
Music West is looking for volunteers 
to help in its 6th annual Music West 
Conference. Hospitality, sound & 
light techs, crew chiefs, computers, 
media, admin, stage managers, site 
crews, security, transportation, 
production, registration, etc. Pick up 
or send your application to #306-21 
Water St., Vancouver, or call Jolene 
Cumming at 684-9338 or FAX 684-
9337, or email volunteers@music 
west. com 
Surrey, Delta Immigrant Services, 
Host Program needs hosts and 
volunteers call Chris at 597-0205 
eeurses 
Low impact beginners aerobics 
classes now being offered at John 
Robson Elementary School (kitty 
corner from Douglas). Mon & Thurs 
evenings 5:00 to 6:00 pm. Drop-ins 
welcome $3. Use gym doors. 
The People's Law School is now 
offering courses in Legal Help-how 
much does it cost Feb 20, Buying a 
Condominium Feb 24, Home 
Renovations Feb 26 and Sen 
Benefits Feb 28. For m 
information call Jeane Cook 331 
5412. 
The Learning Centre is offeri 
seminars in Memory Strategies 
Feb 22, 4-6 pm, rm 1803, and 
Feb 12 4-6 pm, rm 1803; and 
Writing Wed Feb 12, 4-6 pm, 
1803, and Tues Feb 25, 4-6 pm, 
2802 
Poison, Native Tongue CD, inqui 
at Other Press 
Wanted, dramatic situations 
research. Call Rachel at 527 
with your stories of highly .,,.,,...,t;,.,n<•• 
events and situations that you 
need to share. Confidential 
assured. 
